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A quick glance through Cairns 
web designer Gabrielle Cooney’s 
portfolio will reveal her passion for 
art. She’s helped many a local artist 
gain exposure through the internet, 
dreaming up artistic websites for 
them to display their creations.

And now the business-savvy art 
lover has taken her passion to a new 
practical level by creating an online 
museum where artists from around 
the world can display their work for 
sale and purchasers can buy safely 
over the net.

Gabrielle launched www.justart.
com.au in May after years of 
watching artists take home their 
unsold pieces, unsure of how to sell 
them outside an exhibition space.

The website allows potential 
buyers to search for art under the 
artist’s name or via categories such 
as jewellery, paintings, sculpture, 
mosaics and even T-shirts.

Gabrielle celebrated the website’s 
fi rst online purchase within two 
weeks of its launch. A US buyer 

purchased a $5500 painting and 
since then Australian buyers have 
embraced the cyberspace museum.

Gabrielle sees a variety of benefi ts 
for both artists and art lovers with the 
site, saying it gives artists a chance 
to sell work to a global audience.

“It is an opportunity for the artists 
to make more money, which is how 
it should be,” she says.

“Exhibitions make the price of 
art too expensive, whereas when it 
is direct from the artist, it is cheaper. 
Hopefully they’ll sell more art.”

Listings on the website are free 
and Gabrielle takes a 20 per cent 
commission, which she says is to 
cover her costs, not to make profi t.

This might sound too good to be 
true, but it’s not the fi rst time the web 
designer has used her position and 
talent to benefi t others.

As part of her web design business 
Gabrielle provides hosting, which 
means the website is hosted on the 
internet, a service she discounts 
for artists and provides free for 

community groups and organisations 
on a sponsorship basis.

She also lends her time to the 
regional high school IT competition  
which judges print design, web 
design and computer games.

While art has always been a part 
of Gabrielle’s life, her move into 
the digital business world is more 
recent. A varied career including a 
stint in hospitality allowed Gabrielle 

to travel the world with her partner, 
chef Craig Squire. 

Then 13 years ago the couple 
moved from Adelaide to Cairns to 
open the iconic Red Ochre Grill 
which specialises in creative native 
Australian cuisine.

Gabrielle and Craig weren’t 
strangers to the tropics. They’d spent 
years during the 1980s travelling 

the country and ended up at Port 
Douglas for a period of time “just 
bumming around”.

It was a natural progression to 
move to the Far North permanently.

“We love the tropical lifestyle. 
We love the weather, that’s why we 
live here,” she says.

In Cairns, Gabrielle has immersed 
herself in the art industry as both 
artist and art advocate. She’s dabbled 

with numerous mediums including 
pottery and lead lighting.

Seven years ago Gabrielle 
completed a diploma in multimedia 
and launched Just Purple New 
Media. The web design business 
has allowed her to work from 
home so she can juggle business 
commitments with caring for her 
sons Jordan, 14, and Connor, 10.

Embracing digital technology 
and the business world does not 
mean Gabrielle has forgotten her 
passion for art. She approaches the 
design of a website from an artistic 
perspective, aiming to make it 
aesthetically pleasing so web surfers 
are encouraged to explore the site.

Ideas often strike her in the middle 
of the night. 

“A lot of design inspiration 

comes to me while I am sleeping,” 
she says.

“I can design an entire website 
in my sleep. Then I get up in the 
morning and do it.” 

And just as Gabrielle’s dreams 
work for her business, her dream of 
an online museum could help some 
of the Far North’s artists turn their 
career into business reality.
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ONLINE An eclectic collection of work by modern day artists can be found at 

a newly launched online museum, writes Eva Roberts
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Strike Back
Chris Ryan
(Century) $32.95

Strike Back is a fairly good read. 
Finally Ryan has developed a 
character in John Porter – former 
SAS man, now a drunk on the 
street – that offers a taste of humanity in Ryan’s world 
of soldiers and their enemies. Strike Back is extremely 
topical as well … a beautiful young journalist has 
been taken by Muslim extremists in the middle of the 
Lebanon and her head will be cut off if the British don’t 
pull out of Iraq. John Porter, wallowing in a world of 
self-pity, vodka and bitterness, stumbles across a 
possible access to the Hezbollah leader who’s holding 
the girl. Grasping his remaining self-respect around 
him Porter offers the Firm his services. Before he 
knows it, Porter is off to the Middle East as an envoy. 
There ensues Ryan’s trademark action with betrayals, 
double-crosses, assassination attempts, torture and 
daring-do. This time, however, Ryan’s characters are 
more developed, making this one of his better books.

Beach 
Babylon
Imogen Edwards-Jones 
& Anonymous
(Bantam) $35

The author who brought us 
Hotel Babylon returns with an 
insider’s look at how a luxury island resort is run, or 
not, as the case may be. Anyone who’s ever worked 
in the hospitality industry will get a kick out of Beach 
Babylon as Edwards-Jones takes the information 
gleaned from an “anonymous” manager of an exclusive 
fi ve-star resort and bundles it with alcoholic waiting 
staff, Russian oligarchs with bikini-clad strippers and 
formula one drivers on golf buggies. Beach Babylon 
might not be literature but it’s a fun look at the “other 
side” of your holiday resort. The sheer stupidity of 
head offi ce is probably the biggest eye-opener. Global 
companies obviously have too much money if they can 
waste as much as they do on this resort. Edwards-Jones’s 
characters are a bit wooden – there’s a token gay male, 
a snooty Frenchman and some nutty other nationalities 
to round out the staff, but they are all stereotypical. It’s 
the realistic details rather than the composite characters 
that compel you to read on.

Niki Bruce

Niki Bruce

Verdict // A rollicking action novel that has 
characters with depth

Verdict // Fun read but probably not the best choice 
for your next resort holiday

“Exhibitions make the price of art too expensive, 
whereas when it is direct from the artist, it is cheaper.”

Available online … Horse Bag by Kristin Tennyson and Family by Arone Meeks Creative fl air  … Vanda Parker T-shirt; Knife Man by Marcel Varna; Courage earrings by Neolithic; and Peggy’s Leg by Laila Whiteing.

Guggenheim

Ph
o
to
g
ra

p
hs

 /
/ 

C
h

ris
 S

c
o

tt

Shop Online at: www.fascinators.net
or come into our store, Shop 104 Raintrees Plaza

Open 4th August to 7th September
5 WEEKS ONLY! (Near the Warehouse)

0417 152 255
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We Stock a Huge Range of:
• Fascinators • Ladies Fashion Hats • Men’s Hats

• Millinery Supplies • Custom Made Designs

Head Wear & Fashion Accessories

1 Kamerunga Road, Statford, Cairns 4870

4055 1593
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HOUSE OF CAPELLI
HAIR STUDIO
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Awakening Therapies
• Improve energy, circulation, reduce pain.

• Improve digestion, feel alive!
Natural healthcare and Women’s health - acupuncture for fertility, 

periods, pregnancy, menopause, weight loss, detoxifi cation
 - general health issues. We also treat ‘blokes and backs’

For a change in lifestyle call... AWAKENING THERAPIES
10/120 Collins Ave, Edge Hill - 4053 1122  Open 6 Days

155139kk

OPEN 6 DAYS
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Friday 17 August
Tanks’ Youth Arts Outreach Team & G’vale mob 

youth night of music, fi lm and performance.  
Gordonvale RSL Hall. 6-9pm Free  

Energy Exhibition 

17 August – 2 September
Energy is a regional exhibit for local students to 

showcase their outstanding work within visual arts 
Offi cial launch: Fri 17 Aug - 5.30pm  Free

Urbanite Life


